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Photo 1:  2 yr. old at Mt. Trail Championships 1

A Rare Breed 

North America possesses 
roughly +/- 600 registered Fell 
ponies.  In 2020, North 
American breeders produced 
less than 30 foals combined.  
Any North American buyer 
looking for a trained riding 
pony will most likely find less 
than 5 available at any given 
time.  Sometimes there are 
only 1 or 2 available. 

Seller’s Market 

*  Sellers can be choosy 
regarding the homes they 
place their ponies in.  Expect 
to be screened and surveyed 
on what you can offer to the 
life of a rare breed. 

* Whenever possible, offer 
flexibility within your 
checklist of wants/needs in a 
pony.  Getting hung up on 
color, size, age, sex will only 
frustrate your search.  Most 
likely your budget will need 
to include training. 

* Ponies often don’t make it to 
public market.  They sell 
through private inquiries.

FELL PONY SEARCH 
Finding A Fell Pony in North America

The Commitment 
The Fell Pony in North America is increasing in popularity.  The 
interest, inquiry, and demand for riding ponies exceeds 
availability.  It’s possible, a good number of those who want riding 
ponies now would find it meaningful and rewarding to take on 
raising a young one.  Young Fell Ponies typically have a lot of 
sensibility, wisdom, and intelligence.  They really can be a 
pleasure to train and work with.  Raising one can be just as 
rewarding, possibly more than riding one.

My first Fell pony was a weanling, an intelligent curious fella who 
enjoyed interacting with people. I had riding horses already, so 
wasn’t really pressing to meet that need.  The Fell breed grabbed 
my curiosity in size, appearance, and temperament. Raising one 
with a clean slate seemed fitting.  Having a strong background in 
trail obstacle based work, long line driving and hiking with horses 
on trails, I hunched that this youngster would work well in our 
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Photo 2:  Groundwork with a weanling. 2

Common Search 
Hang-Ups 

Based on selling nearly 30 ponies 
of all ages, and screening dozens 
and dozens of inquiries, the 
following information should be 
helpful for any buyer: 

• Don’t get hung up on sex.  The 
mares are not like mares of 
other breeds.  The desired 
temperament of this breed 
carries through to every sex, 
even some stallions. 

• Focus on temperament, 
curiosity, and structure over 
aesthetics such as color and 
lots of hair. 

• Put away the notion that you 
are looking for a mini Friesian.  
You will frustrate sellers and 
breeders.  In time, you will 
discover the Fell pony is very 
different than a Friesian. 

• Don’t blanket rule out a green 
pony.  Quite often a young, 
green Fell pony is suitable for a 
novice. 

• You may not need the height 
you think you need.  Most 
ponies are under 14hh, yet can 
carry adults with no problems.   

developing ground work program.  The pony’s breeder was 
motivated to get one of her ponies involved in trail obstacle 
disciplines. 

The situation I am describing about finding a rare breed friend 
such as a Fell pony in North America calls for a buyer that is 
flexible, open minded, and patient to follow the journey.  The 
North American community is small with most breeders, trainers, 
and owners forming connections.  Connecting with a breeder 
close to you is a good place to start.  This is because most 
breeders communicate and network with each other.  Personally, 
if I don’t have a suitable pony for an inquiry, I communicate and 
refer with my fellow breeders.  It’s also very common for a seller 
of a pony to notify the pony’s breeder that they are selling.

You can find contact info., sales info., and other helpful 
information at:  www.fellponyconnection.org and www.fpsna.org

Kimberly Dunn of Fiddlehead Pony Farm breeds, trains, raises 
Fell and Dales ponies in Oregon.  Photo 3:  3yr. old on a string.

http://www.fellponyconnection.org
http://www.fpsna.org
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